
© International Baccalaureate Organization 2025

All rights reserved. No part of this product may be reproduced in any form or by any 
electronic or mechanical means, including information storage and retrieval systems, 
without the prior written permission from the IB. Additionally, the license tied with this 
product prohibits use of any selected files or extracts from this product. Use by third 
parties, including but not limited to publishers, private teachers, tutoring or study services, 
preparatory schools, vendors operating curriculum mapping services or teacher resource 
digital platforms and app developers, whether fee-covered or not, is prohibited and is a 
criminal offense.

More information on how to request written permission in the form of a license can be 
obtained from https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-
license/.

© Organisation du Baccalauréat International 2025

Tous droits réservés. Aucune partie de ce produit ne peut être reproduite sous quelque 
forme ni par quelque moyen que ce soit, électronique ou mécanique, y compris des 
systèmes de stockage et de récupération d’informations, sans l’autorisation écrite 
préalable de l’IB. De plus, la licence associée à ce produit interdit toute utilisation de tout 
fichier ou extrait sélectionné dans ce produit. L’utilisation par des tiers, y compris, sans 
toutefois s’y limiter, des éditeurs, des professeurs particuliers, des services de tutorat ou 
d’aide aux études, des établissements de préparation à l’enseignement supérieur, des 
fournisseurs de services de planification des programmes d’études, des gestionnaires de 
plateformes pédagogiques en ligne, et des développeurs d’applications, moyennant 
paiement ou non, est interdite et constitue une infraction pénale.

Pour plus d’informations sur la procédure à suivre pour obtenir une autorisation écrite 
sous la forme d’une licence, rendez-vous à l’adresse https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/
ib-publishing/licensing/applying-for-a-license/.

© Organización del Bachillerato Internacional, 2025

Todos los derechos reservados. No se podrá reproducir ninguna parte de este producto 
de ninguna forma ni por ningún medio electrónico o mecánico, incluidos los sistemas de 
almacenamiento y recuperación de información, sin la previa autorización por escrito del 
IB. Además, la licencia vinculada a este producto prohíbe el uso de todo archivo o 
fragmento seleccionado de este producto. El uso por parte de terceros —lo que incluye, 
a título enunciativo, editoriales, profesores particulares, servicios de apoyo académico o 
ayuda para el estudio, colegios preparatorios, desarrolladores de aplicaciones y 
entidades que presten servicios de planificación curricular u ofrezcan recursos para 
docentes mediante plataformas digitales—, ya sea incluido en tasas o no, está prohibido 
y constituye un delito.

En este enlace encontrará más información sobre cómo solicitar una autorización por 
escrito en forma de licencia: https://ibo.org/become-an-ib-school/ib-publishing/licensing/
applying-for-a-license/.



2225 – 5513
© International Baccalaureate Organization 20255 pages

6 May 2025

Zone A  morning Zone B  morning Zone C  morning

2 hours 30 minutes

History 
Higher level 
Paper 3 – history of Asia and Oceania

Instructions to candidates

	y Do not open this examination paper until instructed to do so.
	y Answer any three questions. 
	y Each question is worth [15 marks].
	y The maximum mark for this examination paper is [45 marks].
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Section 1: Trade and exchange: The Silk Road in the medieval world (750–1500)

1.	 Compare and contrast the roles of Ibn Battuta and Marco Polo in connecting west and east.

2.	 Examine the ways in which the Silk Road led to political and cultural integration.

Section 2: Japan in the Age of the Samurai (1180–1333)

3.	 To what extent did the weakness of imperial power contribute to the struggle between 
samurai clans?

4.	 Evaluate the influence of Buddhism on samurai life in this period.

Section 3: Exploration, trade and interaction in East Asia and South-East Asia (1405–1700)

5.	 To what extent did Japan “looking out” have a significant impact on the Japanese economy 
and society?

6.	 Evaluate the reasons for China “turning in”.

Section 4: The rise and fall of the Mughal Empire (1526–1712)

7.	 Compare and contrast the rule of Akbar and Shah Jahan I in the Mughal Empire.

8.	 “External factors were more important than internal factors in the decline of the Mughal 
Empire.” Discuss.

Section 5: Colonialism and the development of nationalism in South-East Asia (c1750–1914)

9.	 Evaluate the reasons for the decline of the Dutch East India Company (VOC).

10.	 Compare and contrast the nature of Spanish and United States’ colonial rule in the Philippines.
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Turn over

Section 6: India, Afghanistan and Burma (1750–1919)

11.	 Evaluate the causes of the Great Revolt (Indian Mutiny) of 1857.

12.	 Examine the impact of the Indian National Congress (1885) and the All India Muslim League 
(1906) on British rule in India up to 1919.

Section 7: Challenges to traditional East Asian societies (1700–1868)

13.	 “The consequences of the Second Opium War were greater than those of the First.” To what 
extent do you agree with this statement?

14.	 Evaluate the consequences of the Taiping Rebellion on Chinese society and imperial rule up 
to 1868.

Section 8: British colonialism and emerging national identities in Oceania (1788–1919)

15.	 To what extent did the Treaty of Waitangi (1840) resolve the tensions between indigenous 
society and settlers by 1919?

16.	 Evaluate the impact of immigration on Australia up to 1919.

Section 9: Early modernization and imperial decline in East Asia (1860–1912)

17.	 Evaluate the reasons for the failure of the Xinhai Revolution.

18.	 Examine the impact of Japanese military power on East Asia up to 1912.

Section 10: Nationalism and independence in India (1919–1964)

19.	 Examine the contribution of Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi to the rise of nationalism in India.

20.	 “The Second World War was the main reason for the weakening of British power in the South 
Asian subcontinent by 1947.” To what extent do you agree with this statement?
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Section 11: Japan (1912–1990)

21.	 Evaluate the impact of the Taisho democracy on Japanese politics and society.

22.	 Discuss the reasons for Japan’s initial successes in the Pacific War.

Section 12: China and Korea (1910–1950)

23.	 “The warlord era was the main reason for the rise of national identity in China.” Discuss.

24.	 Evaluate the reasons for communist victory in the Chinese Civil War (1946–1949).

Section 13: Impact of the Second World War on South-East Asia

25.	 Discuss the nature and impact of the Japanese occupation on South-East Asia.

26.	 “Sukarno only emerged as a leader because of the Second World War.” To what extent do 
you agree with this statement?

Section 14: The People’s Republic of China (1949–2005)

27.	 Examine the impact of the rectification campaigns on the consolidation of the communist 
state up to 1961.

28.	 To what extent was China a regional and global power by 1976?

Section 15: Cold War conflicts in Asia

29.	 Examine the political and economic impact of the Korean War (1950–1953) on the 
Korean peninsula.

30.	 Discuss the reasons for the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in 1979.
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Section 16: Developments and challenges in South Asia after 1947

31.	 To what extent were Nehru’s economic policies successful between 1947 and 1964?

32.	 Evaluate the political and social challenges facing Bangladesh since 1971.

Section 17: Developments in Oceania after the Second World War (1945–2005)

33.	 “The achievements of the Menzies government have been exaggerated.” To what extent do 
you agree with this statement?

34.	 Discuss the reasons for, and results of, the emergence of independent Pacific Island states.

Section 18: Social, cultural and economic developments in Asia (excluding China, Japan and 
India) (1980–2005)

35.	 “The impact of globalization has been more positive than negative.” Discuss in relation to two 
Asian countries up to 2005 (excluding China, Japan and India).

36.	 Discuss the impact of religious conflict and tensions in two Asian countries up to 2005 
(excluding China, Japan and India).
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