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ÅñReal freedom will only come when we free ourselves of the domination of 
Western culture, Western education and the Western Way of being.ò  

       ï Mahatma Ghandi 

 

 

ÅñThe school has been the main tool of the state to destroy the culture of 
Indigenous people.ò  

       ï Public Declaration of Indigenous People Oxaca,  
          Mexico 1997 

 

 

ÅIf you wanted to change an ancient culture in a generation, how would you do it? 
You would change the way it educates its children.   

       - www.schoolingtheworld.org  

 

 

 

http://www.schoolingtheworld.org/


ñInterestingly, the modes of learning characteristic of many indigenous 
cultures have the kind of flexibility, open-endedness, and intuitive nature 
that may be better suited to the organic growth of human intelligence and 
creativity than the modern regimes of state-standardized curricula and 
testingò.  
 
        Carol Black- Blog www.schoolingtheworld.org  
 

http://www.schoolingtheworld.org/


Schooling the World ï The Whitemanôs Last Burden 



 

ÅWhy might (some) Indigenous groups reject modern schooling? 

 

 

ÅDo we have anything to learn from indigenous education models? 

 

 

ÅWhere does the IB, ESS and TOK fit into all this?   



Part 1 

ÅIntroduction 

 

ÅEstablish concept of different ways of knowing  

 

Part 2  

ÅIdentification of IK and óUniversal Knowledgeô ï divergence of 
knowledge systems 

 

ÅJustification for revaluation IK ï post colonial framework 

 

Part 3  

ÅImplications of divergence in education 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Part 4  

ÅCrossing epistemological boundaries in education ï BE/ICBE 
 

 

Part 5  
ÅCase study: Incorporating IKS into modern school curriculum - 

Local Curriculum Mozambique findings 

 

 Part 6 
ÅImplications of findings for Western Education 

 

ÅWhat can we learn from  IE models?  
 

ÅHow does IB, ESS and TOK fit into this? 

 
ÅQuestion and Answer 



Definitions of terms: 
Cognition 

 
the mental action or process of acquiring knowledge and understanding 
through thought, experience, and the senses. 

           www.thefreedictionary.com  

 
Epistemology 

 

"the nature of human knowledge and understanding that can possibly be 
acquired through different types of inquiry and alternative methods of 
investigation.ò           (Hirschheim et al., 1995:20) 
 

Ontology 

 
"a branch of philosophy concerned with articulating the nature and structure 
of the world.ò        Wand and Weber (1993:220) 

 

http://www.thefreedictionary.com/


Background 

 

ÅIK and IE in development of local communities 

 

ÅCounter-point to uniformity of global education models 

Bio-diversity/ethno-diversity Cultural relevancy 

 



 

 ña need to open up new moral and cognitive spaces which 
 constructive dialogue between people and between indigenous 
 knowledge systems (IKS) can occurò  

       

            Visvanathan 1997 cited in Odora-Hoppers 2002:4 

 

 

 

 

 

Integration of both models 



ñThe concept of knowledges, in contrast to 
a single knowledge, assumes the existence 
of multiple ways of seeing the worldò (Spring 
2009:145). 
 



Perception ï What do you see? 



Perception ï What do you see? 



óGrounded Cognitionô ï cultural 

transmission of knowledge 



Part 2 

Clash of Knowledge Systems 



 

 

Indigenous people - characteristics: 

  

Ålong-term occupancy of the land  

 

Åtribal organization and subsistence-oriented production  

 

Åa social and cultural identity distinct from dominant societies  

                Spring 2009:172 



Indigenous Knowledge Systems 

IK as óholisticô knowledge and in which humans, nature and the spirit world are all 

interconnected  

        Spring 2009: Breidlid 2009: 143; Odora-Hoppers 2002: 30 



Soil and Soul - Land and Community 



óSeeingô 30 secs 

www.survival.org  

http://www.survival.org/

