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Objectives 

ÅTeachers will explore and define 
memory as a way of knowing 
 
ÅTeachers will be given examples of 

class activities and topics to explore 
authentic connections of memory to 
history 

 
ÅTeachers will be provided resources to 

further their learning of history and 
memory 
 



Objectives 

 

ÅStudent understanding of memory as a 
Way of Knowing will improve. 

 

ÅStudents will be able to produce better 
TOK essays and presentations using 
this WOK in connection to this AOK. 
 



When I was younger, I 

could remember 

anything, whether it 

happened or not; but my 

faculties are decaying 

now, and soonéI will 

remember [only] the 

things that never 

happened. 

 

-Mark Twain  
 





A Definition of Memory: 

Conscious sense of the past that 
is meaningfully connected to the 
present 
 



So, how does memory help us get, 

gain, and construct historical 

knowledge? 



Shared Knowledge: 

 

 History 

Personal 

     Memory 



 

 

History is the selection of what is 

deemed ñsignificantò memory.  
 

Activity:  Student discussion of 

the following definition: 



There are multiple understandings in 
relation to history 

 

Part 1.  Memory seen as 
personal and individual ï as 
identity construction 
 

 



Timeline activity 











The root of all historical 
comprehension lies in the 
individualôs mental 
relationship to his or her own 
life-experience. 

Å. 

-W.Dilthey as quoted by Cubitt p.34  



There are multiple understandings in 
relation to history 
 

 

Part 2.    Memory as connected to 
social institutions and cultural 
forms- as commemoration, social 
construction. Survival of past 
experiences. 

 

 

 

 



Case study memory- Hungarian 
statues of and about the Soviet era.   
 
 
An example of social reconstruction 
and construction of history and 
memory. 




