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Supporting Exceptionality 1in 1B
Schools: Implementing Gifted
Education Internationally

“Every gift contains a danger. Whatever gift we have, we
are compelled to express. And if the expression of that gift is
blocked, distorted, or merely allowed to languish, then the
gift turns against us, and we suffer.”

Johnson, L. (1993). Thoughts on giftedness. Understanding Our Gifted, 5(5A), p. 15.
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' Our Goals for This Hour .

 Define Giftedness — theory, research and reality in
our schools

 Discuss social-emotional needs of Gifted students

« Explore practices for assessing and identifying
Gifted students at an IB school

 (Qutline steps to implementing a Gifted program at
the Middle or High School level
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' What is Giftedness? -

"It |he concept of intelligence cannot be
explicitly defined, not only because of
the nature of intelligence but also

because of the
(Neisser, 1979, p. 1
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Renzulli’s Model

(a combination of “Schoolhouse” and “Creative—Productive” giftedness)
What Makes Giftedness?

Renzulli Model

Above Task
Average _ Commitment
Ability |
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What is Giftedness?

“Children and youth with outstanding
talent who perform or show the potential
for performing at remarkably high levels
of accomplishment when compared with
others of their age, experience or
environment.

(US Department of Education, 1993)
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mmer Profile and Gifted Stum

Demands and Challenges

* Inquirers Open-minded
* Knowledgeable Caring
* Thinkers Risk-takers
* Communicators Balanced
* Principled Reflective
- Carigg
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Strengths
1. Acquires and retains 1.
information quickly
2. Inquisitive; searches for 2.
significance
3. Intrinsic motivation 3.
4. Enjoys problem-solving;
able to use abstract 4,
reasoning 5.
5. Seeks cause-effect
relationships 6.
6. Emphasizes truth, equity
and fair play 7
7. High expectations of self

1 e pemands and viarrenges ol
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Gifte A1BESiBre 1ssues

Impatient with others;
dislikes routine

Asks embarrassing
guestions

Strong-willed; resists
direction

Resists routine practice

Dislikes unclear or illogical
areas (such as traditions)

Worries about
humanitarian concerns

Intolerant, perfectionistic,
may become depressed
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Demands and Challenges, cont==:

Strengths Possible Issues

8. Creative/inventive; likes 8. May be seen as disruptive
new ways of doing things and “out of step”

9. Intense concentration; 9. Neglects people/duties
persistence in areas of during periods of focus;
interest seen as stubborn

10. Sensitivity, empathy, desire  10. Sensitivity to criticism or
to be accepted peer rejection

11. Independent; prefers 11. May reject parent, teacher
working solo; self-reliant or peer input;

12. Diverse interests and nonconformity
abilities 12. May appear disorganized

13. Strong sense of humor or scattered; frustrated

over lack of time

Adapted from Clark (1992) and Seagoe (1972) .
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[Label them before they label themselves




S0 how"do [ identify Gifted studentsiat my

Think about: SChOI@czde the focus and

*» Based on the research, criteria:
how do we want to define <* Ability vs Achievement
Giftedness at our school?

“ How many students can % Standardized Tests vs
we realistically serve at Grades

our school?

s What l?alance do we want & 1Q tests (130+)
to achieve between

objective and subjective . N
measures? % Creative and Critical

«» What resources do we Thinking

have here at the school
and in our community? < Recommendations by:

*» How annoyed are parents s Teachers

~ ing to be whose & Parents )»,, =
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ur Process for Identification at
American School of Doha

STEP 1: Screening

Standardized Testing (grade 8 sample set cut—off of scores)

NAME G MeasurementScale % USnorm  Rank
98
98
98
F Mathematics 97 98
F Mathematics 95 94
M Mathematics 95 94
M Mathematics 95 94
M Mathematics 95 94
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s for Identification at the Americ
cont---

STEP 2: Parent Consent for Evaluation

stHOg,

American School of Doha
PO, Bax 23000
Disha, Qatar
Churchile, Learaing Soppert 320 AT Cobmhomtor, High Schoo
Anifa i g § and G Faator, High Schox
Emm;.:aa.dm:dnille@ad.:du_qa
Wehsite: www.asd.eduga

Gifted and Talented Education Frogram
Parent Fermission for Student Evalnation

Diear Parent Guardian:

Your son/daughier has been identified as a potential candidate for participation in the Gifted and
Talented Education (GATE) program through his'her exceptional standardized test scores.
Smudent eligibility for the GATE program mchides a vanety of mformation and data incloding
results of academic achievement, standardized tests, GATES (Gifted and Talented Evaluation
Scales), teacher recommendations, parent information, samples of sudent work, and stodent
Enrollment in the GATE program is currently only open to mcoming 9 and 10* zraders who are
eligihle bazad on the evalnation process. Parents will be potified in writing about smdant
eliphility for the GATE program and optiens for program placement. If you have any questions,
Please contact me at achurebvilleqiasd. edu oa.

To give permission for your child te be evaluated for inchision i the GATE program, please do
the following:

I. Sign the permission for evaluation form provided AND
1. PFetum the form to your child's teachar.

21 Lo 0

Anita Churchyille
Learning Support and GATE Coerdinator, High Scheal Sm
Justin Walsh Steve Lesver
Assistant Principal, High School Principal, Middle Schoal
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ss for Identification at the American
cont:-*

STEP 3: GATES (Gifted and Talented Evaluation
Scales)

@ Teachers (N0 gyaluation Seaw= "=
@ Parents '

t teachers)
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cont---
STEP 4: Student Interviews (Identification and Placement
" nmittee)

GATE Student Interview
*Required What iz something about which you daydream? *
Timestamp *
Last, First

S T

What would the title of a book about your life be? *

GRADE*
Bth
ath What is your favorite and least favorite class in school? Why? *

Would you describe your current (math andior English) class as too easy or too boring? Why

or why not? * If there was one thing that you could do or if you could learn anything you wanted to, what
would it be?*

If anything could be different in this class, what would it be? *

Who iz your most important/significant relationship? Why? *

Do you participate in any extra-curricular activities? If so, what are they?*

If you could go back 2 years and talk to the you of that time, what advice would you give to
himiher? *

’ 'aj educate
What would you say is something that you are really, really good at or have a huge interest P ¢ {eate

in?*



What would the title of a book about your life be? *

T
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“A Confused Philosopher.”
“The Quiet Person.”

“Invisible”

“Read with Caution.”

“How I Survived.”

“Being Busy”

“Something to do With Strength”
“Place to Place”

“The Roller Coaster of My Life”
“Third-Culture Kid”

“Get Involved”

“Everything Comes to a Halt”

“Unsure Futures” - }»’1 =
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STEP 4, cont--

Gardner’s Multiple Intelligenees
(Self-Assessment)

Score the statements: 1 = Mostly Disagree, 2 = Slightly Disagree, 3 = Slightly Agree, 4 = Mostly Agree.

Alternatively for speed or ease - tick the box if the statement is more true for you than not. This is page 1 of 2.

Longer manual and self-calculating versions for people over 16 years of age are available free from businessballs.com.

Score or tick the statements in the white-out boxes only

Score

I can play a musical instrument

I often have a song or piece of music in my head

I find it easy to make up stories

I have always been physically well co-ordinated (run, jump, balance, etc)

Music is very important to me

I am a goad liar (if I want to be)

I play a sport or dance

I am a very social person and like being with other people

I find graphs, charts and diagrams easy to understand

I find it easy to remember quotes or phrases or poems or song lyrics

I can always recognise places that I have been before, even when I was very young

When I am concentrating I tend to doodle

I find mental arithmetic easy (sums in my head)

At school one of my favourite subjects is / was English

I like to think through a problem carefully, considering all the conseguences

I love adrenaline sports and scary rides

I enjoy individual sports best

I find it easy to remember telephone numbers

I set myself goals and plans for the future

I can tell easily whether someone likes me or dislikes me

Te learn something new, I need to just get on and try it

I often see clear images when I close my eyes

I don't use my fingers when I count

At school I love / loved music lessons

LY = = I DL~ 2 B S - I S R

[ T o L T T T o T T S S N
R N = = I - B B = L T ¥ I R B L R e, = |




' STEP 5: Committee Reviews .

Applications




ASD Gifted and Talented Education (GATE)

Program Manual

Copyright 2005 by Randy Glasbergen.  www._glasbérgen.com

GIASBERGEN -

“In an increasingly complex world, sometimes
old questions require new answers.”
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What is the GATE Program in High School at ASD?

Our mission at the American Scheel of Doha is to be “committed to the mtellectual =nd
personal development of our students, mspiring and empowsrmg them to become positive,
active global citizens.” In furtherance of this mission, ASD provides 2 Gifted and Talentad
Education program (GATE) to develop umique education epportumities for high achieving
and underachieving students m our high scheel. ASD’s Guidance Committee Team
determmes the critena the school will use to wdenhfy students for paricipation m the GATE

program. Cztegories for identificztion may melude one or more of the following:
mtellecmal, creative, specific zcademic or leadership ability, high achisvement or any other
criterion set forth by the Guidanee Committae.

What is the Identification and Placement Process?

(1) The mitial screenmg for students who may qualify for the GATE program 15 through
fall standardized test scores (MAPS testing®). Only students whe score i the 8=
and 99% percentiles will be considersd for evaluation.

(2) After identification through mitial screening, the parent or guardian will receive
writtsn notification of the possibility of their child’s qualification in the GATE
program znd must retum 2 signed consent form mdicating their agreement thar the
student may continue through the process (mterviews, teacher mput, further testing,
ete.) to determine eligibility. GATES (Gifted and Tzlemted Evaluation Scales)

(3) The Identification and Placement Committes (IPC) then reviews all data available for
ezch applicant and makes 2 fimal determimation 2s to eligible participants for the
program ** Nosingle test, measure or score will be the sole criteria for acceptance or
denial for eligibiity.

(4) Parents and smdents zre notified in writing of the Commint=e’s decision.

*TWhers tha test in unavailsbls for 2 studant, sltemats messues may ba applied through an application
process and refemal.  Incoming students who gualified for GATE in their last schools do pot
automatically quslify.

++Btudants who inform ASD of their intent to withdraw from the school will ba removed from
conzideration in theprogram. If a student’s plans chanes snd he of shereenrolls for the {5l semester,
tha [PC will ra-vizit the application for sligibility determination.
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Components of the GATE Program at ASD

Sample Academic Pace Plan (APP)

®» Academic Pace Plan
(APP)

f¥Differentiation w1th1n
the classroom

¥Collaboration with
subject teacher(s)

ACurriculum
compacting

FProblem—based

learning
f¥Acceleration
i enge groups

ing,

Student:

Start Date of Implementation: October2013

Advanced Cognitive Ability in:
{Students qualify under the current guidelines of ASD's

Policy on the identification of Gifted and Talented students)

Grade:

( ) Reading

LEARNING PROGRAM AND EXPECTATIONS

Next Annual Review:

() Mathematics

Annual Goal(s)

Teaching Strategies
(may include some or all listed)

Product/Assessment Methods

Student will demonstrate achievement of all
of the expectations for current __ (Mathor
English class). as outlined in the course
standards, with the following additions

and/or changes:

Student will: (specific projects, etc...)

* Participate in small high level
math group

*  Workon hands-on
representations of math concepts

Projects to be completed by December
2013:

Advanced data collection praject

Acceleration (the level,
complexity and pace ofthe
curriculum will be matched to the
readiness and motivation of the
student.)

Differentiation (the pace of
instruction, the content or howitis
leamed, or the way in which
leamningis demonstrated will be
adapted to the student’sneeds.)

Project-Based Learning
(instruction involves authentic
leaming activities that engage
student interest and motivation.
These activities are designed to
answer a question orsolvea
problem and generallyreflect the
types of leaming and work people

do in the everyday world outside
tha alac

cranm L

Project Rubrics
Self-assessments

Frequent progress checks
(conferences with classroom
teacher)

¥ Pre-assessments to determine
appropriateness of placement

(per unit)

AN



Components of the GATE Program at ASD, cont:--

®» Personal Goal—-Setting
¥ Meet individually with students to discuss goals
fFCreate timelines and measurable outcomes

PNeet semi—regularlv to discuss nrogress
Namc:‘ ‘ Grade: l:l

Personal Goal Setting

GOAL#1
CONSIDERATIONS RESPONSES
Ultimate Goal and Measuremen t

(Set your ultimate long term goal here. Be detailed and descriptive. How
will you know that you have achieved your goal?)

Ultimate Purpose

(No goals can be sustained for long without a strong purpose. What is your
purpose for the ultimate goal you listed?)

Obstacles

(What might stop you from achieving your goal?)

(List the resources you currently have, what you can obtain, or what help you
still think you needto reach your goal)

ACTION STEP Date I hope to achieve this step Help I need to complete this step

\ ’— ——
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- Components of the GATE Program at ASD, Cont--

®» Problem—Solving Project (Global Issues)

r¥Based on individual and small group interest

r¥Students hone research and critical thinking
skills

rF¥Students identify a problem and eventually
propose a solution

¥Presentation (maybe TEDtalks) or at University

/¥Mentorship at Texas A & M (community
partnership)

- ), innovate
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Components of the GATE Program at ASD, cont:--

http://globalengage.ibo.org/

English | Frangais | Espafiol

Global Engage

For Teachers || For Students | For Everyone | Action by the IB community

Welcome to the Global Engage website, which supports members of the 1B community, and particularly
teachers, in engaging with our global world.

Here you will find information, resources, ideas and opinions, links, and suggestions for action concerned
with global issues - and reports of actions taken by the |B community.

Competition for water exists at all levels and is
forecast to increase with demands for water in almost
all countries.

® UN World Water Development Report 3, 2009

For Teachers

An area with resources. activities and matenals specifically for

For Everyone
For all members of the |1B communitv. includina staff and

2 A International
8 J Baccalaureate

Register | Login

| search |

> About this site

> Contact The Global Engage Team

> Search Content By Category

> Global Engage: guidance for teachers

> Global Lesson 2013: Disaster Reduction

> Global lessons 2012: Intercultural Understanding
> Global Lesson 2011: World Health Day

> Global lessons and activities: Earth Day

> Global lessons and activities: Peace and conflict
> Global lessons : Global poverty

> Global engage blog

> IB community theme archive


http://globalengage.ibo.org/
http://globalengage.ibo.org/
http://globalengage.ibo.org/
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Thanks for Listening — Let’s Discuss!

“History tells us it has been the creative and
productive people of the world, the producers
rather than consumers of knowledge, the re-—
constructionists of thought in all areas of
human endeavor, who have become
recognized as "truly gifted” individuals.
History does not remember persons who
merely scored well on [Q) tests or those who
learned their lessons well.”

Renzulli, J. (1998)
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My Contact Info

achurchville@asd.edu.qga

“How many times do | have to tell you..

you’re not supposed to read ahead.” @\ novat
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