


Supporting Exceptionality in IB 
Schools:  Implementing Gifted 

Education Internationally  

“Every gift contains a danger. Whatever gift we have, we 

are compelled to express. And if the expression of that gift is 

blocked, distorted, or merely allowed to languish, then the 

gift turns against us, and we suffer.” 
 

 
Johnson, L. (1993). Thoughts on giftedness. Understanding Our Gifted, 5(5A), p. 15.  



Our Goals for This Hour 

• Define Giftedness – theory, research and reality in 
our schools 

 

• Discuss social-emotional needs of Gifted students  
 

• Explore practices for assessing and identifying 
Gifted students at an IB school 

 

• Outline steps to implementing a Gifted program at 
the Middle or High School level 

 



What is Giftedness? 

"[t]he concept of intelligence cannot be 
explicitly defined, not only because of 
the nature of intelligence but also 
because of the nature of concepts"  
(Neisser, 1979, p. 179).  



Renzulli’s Model  
(a combination of “Schoolhouse” and “Creative-Productive” giftedness)  

(Renzulli, 1994; Renzulli & Reis, 1985) 



What is Giftedness? 

“Children and youth with outstanding 
talent who perform or show the potential 
for performing at remarkably high levels 
of accomplishment when compared with 
others of their age, experience or 
environment.” 

 
(US Department of Education, 1993) 



The IB Learner Profile and Gifted Students: 
Demands and Challenges  

• Inquirers 

• Knowledgeable 

• Thinkers 

• Communicators 

• Principled 

Open-minded 

Caring 

Risk-takers 

Balanced 

Reflective 

 



The Demands and Challenges of 
Giftedness:  Strengths 

1. Acquires and retains 
information quickly 

2. Inquisitive;  searches for 
significance 

3. Intrinsic motivation 

4. Enjoys problem-solving;  
able to use abstract 
reasoning 

5. Seeks cause-effect 
relationships 

6. Emphasizes truth, equity 
and fair play 

7. High expectations of self 
and others 

 

Possible Issues 

1. Impatient with others;  
dislikes routine 

2. Asks embarrassing 
questions 

3. Strong-willed;  resists 
direction 

4. Resists routine practice 

5. Dislikes unclear or illogical 
areas (such as traditions) 

6. Worries about 
humanitarian concerns 

7. Intolerant, perfectionistic, 
may become depressed 

 



Demands and Challenges, cont…:  
Strengths 

8. Creative/inventive;  likes 
new ways of doing things 

9. Intense concentration;  
persistence in areas of 
interest 

10. Sensitivity, empathy, desire 
to be accepted 

11. Independent;  prefers 
working solo;  self-reliant 

12. Diverse interests and 
abilities 

13. Strong sense of humor 
 

Adapted from Clark (1992) and Seagoe (1972) 

 

Possible Issues 

8. May be seen as disruptive 
and “out of step” 

9. Neglects people/duties 
during periods of focus;  
seen as stubborn 

10. Sensitivity to criticism or 
peer rejection 

11. May reject parent, teacher 
or peer input;  
nonconformity 

12. May appear disorganized 
or scattered;  frustrated 
over lack of time 

13. Peers may misunderstand 
humor 

 



Label them before they label themselves 



So how do I identify Gifted students at my 
school? 

 

Think about: 

 Based on the research, 
how do we want to define 
Giftedness at our school? 

 How many students can 
we realistically serve at 
our school? 

 What balance do we want 
to achieve between 
objective and subjective 
measures? 

 What resources do we 
have here at the school 
and in our community? 

 How annoyed are parents 
going to be whose 
children were not chosen 
for our program? 

Decide the focus and 
criteria: 

 Ability vs Achievement 

 

 Standardized Tests vs 
Grades 

 

 IQ tests (130+) 

 

 Creative and Critical 
Thinking 

 

 Recommendations by: 

Teachers 

Parents 

Self 

Peers 



Our Process for Identification at the 
American School of Doha 

STEP 1:  Screening 
Standardized Testing (grade 8 sample set cut-off of scores) 

 NAME G MeasurementScale % US norm Rank

student a F Mathematics 99 98

student b M Mathematics 99 98

student c F Mathematics 99 98

F Mathematics 97 98

F Mathematics 95 94

M Mathematics 95 94

M Mathematics 95 94

M Mathematics 95 94



Our Process for Identification at the American School of Doha, 
cont… 

STEP 2:  Parent Consent for Evaluation 

 



Our Process for Identification at the American School of Doha, 
cont… 

STEP 3:  GATES (Gifted and Talented Evaluation 
Scales) 

Teachers (most recent teachers OR past teachers) 

Parents 

 



Our Process for Identification at the American School of Doha, 
cont… 

STEP 4:  Student Interviews (Identification and Placement 
Committee) 

 

 

 

 



o  “A Confused Philosopher.” 

o “The Quiet Person.” 

o “Invisible” 

o “Read with Caution.” 

o “How I Survived.” 

o “Being Busy” 

o “Something to do With Strength” 

o “Place to Place” 

o “The Roller Coaster of My Life” 

o “Third-Culture Kid” 

o “Get Involved” 

o “Everything Comes to a Halt” 

o “Unsure Futures” 

 



Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences 
 (Self-Assessment) 

STEP 4, cont… 



STEP 5:  Committee Reviews 
Applications 



STEP 6:  Parents receive acceptance or rejection letter 
and participate in informational meting regarding the 

program 



Components of the GATE Program at ASD 

Academic Pace Plan 
(APP) 

Differentiation within 
the classroom 

Collaboration with 
subject teacher(s) 

Curriculum 
compacting 

Problem-based 
learning 

Acceleration 

Challenge groups 

Ability grouping, 
etc… 

 



Components of the GATE Program at ASD, cont… 

Personal Goal-Setting  

Meet individually with students to discuss goals 

Create timelines and measurable outcomes 

Meet semi-regularly to discuss progress 



Components of the GATE Program at ASD, cont… 

Problem-Solving Project (Global Issues) 
 

Based on individual and small group interest 
 

Students hone research and critical thinking 
skills 

 

Students identify a problem and eventually 
propose a solution 

 

Presentation (maybe TEDtalks) or at University 
 

Mentorship at Texas A & M (community 
partnership) 

 

 



Components of the GATE Program at ASD, cont… 

                      http://globalengage.ibo.org/  

 

http://globalengage.ibo.org/
http://globalengage.ibo.org/
http://globalengage.ibo.org/


Thanks for Listening – Let’s Discuss! 

“History tells us it has been the creative and 
productive people of the world, the producers 
rather than consumers of knowledge, the re-
constructionists of thought in all areas of 
human endeavor, who have become 
recognized as "truly gifted" individuals. 
History does not remember persons who 
merely scored well on IQ tests or those who 
learned their lessons well.” 
 
Renzulli, J. (1998)  



My Contact Info 

achurchville@asd.edu.qa  

mailto:achurchville@asd.edu.qa

