
Ti t t lk b t d thTi t t lk b t d thTime to talk about deathTime to talk about death



There's an elephant in the roomThere's an elephant in the roomThere's an elephant in the room.There's an elephant in the room.

It is large and squatting so it is hard to getIt is large and squatting so it is hard to getIt is large and squatting, so it is hard to get It is large and squatting, so it is hard to get 
around it. around it. 
Yet we squeeze by with "How are you?" andYet we squeeze by with "How are you?" andYet we squeeze by with How are you?  and Yet we squeeze by with How are you?  and 
"I'm fine," "I'm fine," 
and a thousand other forms of trivial chatterand a thousand other forms of trivial chatterand a thousand other forms of trivial chatter. and a thousand other forms of trivial chatter. 
We talk about the weather. We talk about the weather. 
We talk about workWe talk about workWe talk about work. We talk about work. 
We talk about everything else, except the             We talk about everything else, except the             

elephant in the roomelephant in the roomelephant in the room.elephant in the room.



Why?Why?Why?Why?

Wh t i d i ?What is dying? 
What happens? 

How do you feel?How do you feel?
How do I feel when 
someone else dies? 

Where do I get my security 
to cope with the inevitable 

h blor unchangeable.



TASK: Knowledge & UnderstandingTASK: Knowledge & UnderstandingTASK: Knowledge & UnderstandingTASK: Knowledge & Understanding

REFLECTION CONNECTIONS

Approaches to DeathApproaches to Death

FORM

REFLECTION CONNECTIONS

Approaches to DeathApproaches to Death

FUNCTION
PERSPECTIVE

CAUSATION
CHANGE

CAUSATION



•• My own deathMy own death
•• Death of a studentDeath of a studentDeath of a studentDeath of a student
•• Death of a teacherDeath of a teacher
•• Death of a parentDeath of a parent
•• School tragedy School tragedy –– eg. 3 students killed in a car eg. 3 students killed in a car 

accident10 members of the school community killed in accident10 members of the school community killed in 
a boat accident, A fire, A local bombinga boat accident, A fire, A local bombing, , g, , g

•• Types of deaths Types of deaths –– accidental / expected accidental / expected –– terminally ill terminally ill 
childrenchildren

•• Different culturesDifferent cultures –– different rituals 24 hrsdifferent rituals 24 hrs –– MuslimMuslim•• Different cultures Different cultures –– different rituals, 24 hrs different rituals, 24 hrs –– MuslimMuslim
2 weeks of mourning 2 weeks of mourning –– Hindi, Greek orthodox Hindi, Greek orthodox –– 6 weeks6 weeks

What are the practicalities, processes, What are the practicalities, processes, 
consequences?consequences?



‘We are more at ease with the notion of loss, than with death itself.’ ‘We are more at ease with the notion of loss, than with death itself.’ 

E l i i b t d th b t l diffi ltE l i i b t d th b t l diffi lt

Maggie Jackson Maggie Jackson –– A Teacher’s handbook of Death (2002)A Teacher’s handbook of Death (2002)

Explaining about death can be extremely difficult Explaining about death can be extremely difficult 
for adults. Some feel uncomfortable…for adults. Some feel uncomfortable…

Can children even understand the concept?Can children even understand the concept?Can children even understand the concept?Can children even understand the concept?
Piaget thought not, others disagree. Piaget thought not, others disagree. 

Bowlby’s (1981) 4 stages of grief in children:Bowlby’s (1981) 4 stages of grief in children:
•• NumbingNumbing –– ProtestProtest –– accepting the realityaccepting the realityNumbing Numbing Protest Protest accepting the realityaccepting the reality
•• Pain of grief Pain of grief –– yearning yearning –– despair despair -- withdrawalwithdrawal
•• Disorganisation Disorganisation –– adjusting to a new worldadjusting to a new worldgg j gj g
•• Reorganisation Reorganisation –– investing in new relationshipsinvesting in new relationships



TASK: Whose responsibility is it?TASK: Whose responsibility is it?TASK: Whose responsibility is it?TASK: Whose responsibility is it?



Social responsibilitySocial responsibilitySocial responsibilitySocial responsibility
•• Whose responsibility is it?Whose responsibility is it?

F i dF i dFriendsFriends
TeachersTeachers
StudentsStudentsStudentsStudents

ColleaguesColleagues
AdministrationAdministration

ParentsParents
GrandparentsGrandparents

RelativesRelatives
Religious advisorsReligious advisors

CounsellorsCounsellorsCounsellorsCounsellors



What can we do?What can we do?What can we do?What can we do?

•• EducatorsEducators
Integrating death acrossIntegrating death acrossIntegrating death across Integrating death across 

the curriculumthe curriculum

•• AdministrationAdministration•• AdministrationAdministration
Creating a critical Creating a critical 

incident policyincident policyp yp y



Erica Brown Erica Brown –– Loss, change & griefLoss, change & griefg gg g
An Eductional Perspective (1999)An Eductional Perspective (1999)

“To deny children opportunities to “To deny children opportunities to 
understand about death and explore theirunderstand about death and explore theirunderstand about death and explore their understand about death and explore their 
own feelings is to sell them short.”own feelings is to sell them short.”



Acti el integ ating the conceptActi el integ ating the conceptActively integrating the concept Actively integrating the concept 
into the curriculuminto the curriculuminto the curriculuminto the curriculum

•• PYPPYP –– units of inquiryunits of inquiryPYP PYP units of inquiryunits of inquiry
•• MYP MYP –– trans disciplinary, life cycles etc.trans disciplinary, life cycles etc.
•• DPDP TOK S i h d f d thTOK S i h d f d th•• DP DP –– TOK, Spanish day of deathTOK, Spanish day of death
•• Pastoral Pastoral 









Putting together a Putting together a g gg g
critical incident policycritical incident policy

•• A school which takes time to formalise a A school which takes time to formalise a 
response before a critical incident or tragedy response before a critical incident or tragedy 

ill b h b tt l d till b h b tt l d toccurs, will be much better placed to cope occurs, will be much better placed to cope 
should it ever have to be put into practice. should it ever have to be put into practice. 
However every school is different and everyHowever every school is different and everyHowever, every school is different and every However, every school is different and every 
situation unique. What is deemed appropriate situation unique. What is deemed appropriate 
will vary. The policy should be viewed more as will vary. The policy should be viewed more as y p yy p y
a framework to work around rather than a framework to work around rather than 
something prescriptive. something prescriptive. 



•• Be preparedBe preparedp pp p
•• Breaking sad news to staff, pupils and familiesBreaking sad news to staff, pupils and families
•• Identify a team, define roles and responsibilities Identify a team, define roles and responsibilities y , py , p
•• ResourcesResources
•• Support for pupilsSupport for pupilsSupport for pupils Support for pupils 
•• Support for staff Support for staff 
•• The first few daysThe first few daysThe first few days The first few days 
•• The funeral The funeral 

•• http://www.childbereavement.org.uk/for_schools/how_to_put_togetherhttp://www.childbereavement.org.uk/for_schools/how_to_put_together
_a_school_policy_a_school_policy



Questions to askQuestions to askQuestions to askQuestions to ask

•• How does your school react to aHow does your school react to aHow does your school react to a How does your school react to a 
death in the community?death in the community?

•• How do you include ‘death’ in your How do you include ‘death’ in your 
bj t ?bj t ?subject area?subject area?



IB Learner profiles

CaringCaring
BalancedBalanced

Communicator



Part of the toolkit of lifePart of the toolkit of life

Let’s talkLet’s talk…..about death…..about death


