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Assessment within IB Programmes

Design and function of the assessment should be toDesign and function of the assessment should be to 
support the learning process. 

Assessment should reflect the type of learning we want to 
achieve.

Assessment should be tied to curriculum and teaching.

Assessment should show what has happened in terms of 
the learning process –

assessment operationalizes educational goalsassessment operationalizes educational goals.
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Assessment within IB Programmes

promotes deep learningpromotes deep learning
quarrying for gold not lilypad or cappuccino learning

all froth and no substance

reflection
developmental

integrativeg
self-directive

lifelong
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Principles

th ti f t d hi h d iti kill• authentic performance assessment and higher-order cognitive skills

•criterion-related assessment

• balance between reliability and validity

• variety of assessment components and instrumentsvariety of assessment components and instruments 
Reduces bias/addresses objectives

• External and internal assessment components
• Essays, case studies, database, SAQs, MCQs, portfolios, fieldwork, projects, 

performances, exhibitions

•values the learning process as much as the finished product
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PLANSPLANS 
Using technology to transform assessment, 

an enabler not a driveran enabler not a driver
IBIS (IB information System)
ECMSECMS

E-assessment
E-markingE marking
E-coursework
ExaminerExaminer

E-recruitment 
E-training
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E training
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Numbers

2008

1600 DP 
Schools Growth 

17% p.a.

2008 

125 
Countries

17% p.a.

100,000 
Students 

7,000 
Examiner

86 000 50 000

700,000 
E

86,000 
ToK & 

EE

8,500 
Visual

50,000 
Audio 
Tapes

400 
Vid

900,000 
Assessment 
Components
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*

Diploma Assessment (Today)*

120,000 examiner allocations

410,000 grades to be issued

30,000 permutations of postal routes

74 grade award meetings (339 participants)
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Proposed Solution Development Model

Computer
Based

Assessment Paper

Enquiries Feedback

MarkingScan &
C ResultsContent Based MarkingCapture

Upload

Results

Coursework
Based
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E-assessment 

Building electronic exams
Delivered to schools electronically
Candidates respond electronically
Electronically marked
5 t i l i l i 80 h l i 20045 trials involving 80 schools since 2004
• Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English A1, History, ITGS

May 2008 live pilot Biology HL/SL Paper 1y p gy p
• 5 schools 50 candidates

May 2009 10 papers Biology/History/English A1
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E-coursework
Uses
• Text – ToK and extended essays/written assignments
• Audio - languages
• DVD film• DVD - film
• Candidate record books – visual arts
• Internal Assessment

November 2008 pilot in e-coursework
Aim is to e-mark 500 theory of knowledge essays
Coordinators upload essays to an interface in an agreed formatp y g
Essays downloaded by examiners for marking on-screen 
Conventional marking of the same essays will take place in 
parallel to ensure comparability of marking
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E-marking

Various trials since 2004 
• Scanning/Marking/Comparison of handwritten and WP scripts

Live pilot November 2008Live pilot November 2008
November 2008 pilot in e-marking examination scripts

800 scripts -
E i SL P1 d P2 M th ti SL P1 d P2• Economics SL P1and P2  Mathematics SL P1 and P2

Schools send scripts to UK ‘scanning centre’  
Scripts sent to examiners for conventional marking (hard copy) 
and to different group of examiners for e-marking 
Marking will be analysed to determine comparability
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Examiner recruitment - Why be an IB examiner?

no exams papers - without  senior examiners to write questions 
no results - without  thousands of examiners to mark 

learn about the assessment process• learn about the assessment process

• enhance professional development

• support other teachers

• increase involvement with, and commitment to, international , ,
education
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Recruitment process using Web&Flow
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Examiner Training using Moodle

Growth
Train large 

Interactive

Geographical 
numbers of 
examiners

Monitor

G g p
diversity
Flexible

Monitor 
performance Analyze 

results

Scaleable
Lower cost

Reduce carbon 
footprint
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http://examinertraining.ibo.org
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Workshop homepage 
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On screen animated demonstrationsOn-screen animated demonstrations 
how to carry out the exercises
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Tracks time and contributions

© International Baccalaureate Organization 2008Page 19



Precise data on marks awarded for each question 
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Live Classroom
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Assessment and Technology

Human-Computer Interaction issues

Machine versus human marking
Role and issues of electronic coursework
D i i d f diff tDesigning records for different purposes
Ownership
Using technology effectively in reportingUsing technology effectively in reporting
Potential for evaluation by teachers, school 
management and society.
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Plans - Changes

See Samantha and Sasha on HelpdeskSee Samantha and Sasha on Helpdesk
Academic honesty
Review, reconsideration and appeal
Ch t G l R l ti Di l PChanges to General Regulations: Diploma Programme
Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme: 2009 
Enquiry upon results category 1 (re-mark)
Submission of form D1: change of deadline
The examination schedule
School-based syllabuses: date set for written examinationsSchool based syllabuses: date set for written examinations
The split session arrangement
The IB information system (IBIS): new developments
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Article 19: Enquiry upon results

May 2009 session 
a candidate’s grade may also be lowered as a consequence of 

a re marka re-mark.
The current article states: Re-marking a candidate’s externally 
assessed material may lead to a higher grade for a subject, 
but not to a lower gradebut not to a lower grade.
The new wording states: Re-marking a candidate’s 
externally assessed material may lead to a higher y y g
or lower grade for a subject.
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Enquiries upon results re-mark outcomes
May May May May May May 
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008

No of grades issued 217,912 239,922 270,557 308,894 337,581 374,967

No of category 1 
enquiries 2,767 2,910 4,909 6,123 8,267 11,274

(as % of all grades) (1.3%) (1.2%) (1.8%) (2.0%) (2.4%) (3.0%)(as % of all grades) (1.3%) (1.2%) (1.8%) (2.0%) (2.4%) (3.0%)

No of grade changes 488 586 968 1,103 1,344 1,635

(as % of enquiries) (18%) (20%) (20%) (18%) (16%) (15%)

% of all grade results 
changed through 0 22% 0 24% 0 36% 0 36% 0 40% 0 44%
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changed through 
enquiries

0.22% 0.24% 0.36% 0.36% 0.40% 0.44%



Theory of Knowledge

May 
2003

May 
2004

May 
2005

May 
2006

May 
2007

May 
2008

No of category 1 
enquiries 266 335 687 582 772 1,369

% of enquiries that 
changed grade 24% 32% 23% 15% 15% 13%

% of all ToK results 
that changed grade 0.3% 0.4% 0.6% 0.3% 0.3% 0.5%
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Extended Essay

May 
2003

May 
2004

May 
2005

May 
2006

May 
2007

May 
2008

No of category 1 
enquiries 419 444 651 744 999 1,410

% of enquiries that 
changed grade 28% 27% 18% 20% 19% 18%

% of all EE results 
that changed grade 0.5% 0.5% 0.4% 0.5% 0.5% 0.6%
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Enquiries upon results re-mark outcomes
Nov Nov Nov Nov Nov 
2003 2004 2005 2006 2007

No of grades issued 24,019 24,074 27,166 29,441 32,013

No of category 1 
enquiries 229 250 543 767 1116

(as % of all grades) (1.3%) (1.2%) (1.8%) (2.0%) (2.4%)(as % of all grades) (1.3%) (1.2%) (1.8%) (2.0%) (2.4%)

No of grade changes 35 32 101 111 167

(as % of enquiries) (15%) (13%) (19%) (14%) (15%)

% of all grade results 
changed through 0 15% 0 13% 0 37% 0 38% 0 52%
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changed through 
enquiries

0.15% 0.13% 0.37% 0.38% 0.52%



Article 15: Award of the IB diploma

May 2010 session a grade E in either an extended essay orMay 2010 session a grade E in either an extended essay or 
theory of knowledge will be a ‘failing condition’, requiring a 
student to obtain 28 points overall for a diploma to be awarded. 

The current article 15.2(c) states: The IB diploma will be awarded to a 
candidate whose total score is 24, 25, 26 or 27 points, provided all the 
following requirements have been met.

• (c) Grades A (highest) to E (lowest) have been awarded for both theory
of knowledge and an extended essay, with a grade of at least D in one
of them.

The new wording for article 15.2 (c) states:The new wording for article 15.2 (c) states:
• (c) At least grade D has been awarded for both theory of knowledge 

and an extended essay.
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New Failing Condition

May 2007 
1.4% candidates would have failed (503) 
• Of these

16% (79) attained E in ToK and 84% (424) in EE

November 2006
1 % candidates would have failed (32) ( )
• Of these

31% (10) attained E in ToK and 69% (22) in EE
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Planned Research

ToK Prescribed Titles (PTs)
• Which PTs elicited best performance

Choice of PT by different candidates more and less able• Choice of PT by different candidates more and less able
• Is there a relationship between PTs and EURs and grade 

changes

Extended Essays
Changes in performance in science is this linked to cohort
Cohort changes over past 5 yearsCohort changes over past 5 years
Performance across schools experienced v. new
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