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What | will talk about this morning...

0
My Background

The Promise of Education for Sustainable
Development

The Problem of Cultural dissonance and
relevancy in international education

Some recommendations

Questions for Discussion (In the Plenary
Follow up)
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In 1984, Bangkok was ranked one of the top five dirtiest cities in
the world, with over 2,000 tons of garbage generated per day,
and most of it on the ground.
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Myself and a small group
of corporate business
friends cooperated in a
joint effort to create an
advertising campaige
directed at children







To keep Thalland clean!

Through education and
promotion , Magic Eyes
builds awareness and
capacity , and changes
behavior among Thai people
to have a

environment.
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Bangkok was able to clean up its streets and parks with the
help of all of its citizens.






Thai Schools of Excellence
«

Teacher Training

Coaching &
Mentoring






Thailand Knowledge Park
-






(

Access to basic education is one of the key tools for

(610)

mbating the problems of poverty, the degradation

of the environment and the improvement of nutrition.

Im

oroved access to primary education for girls and

women Yyields tangible benefits including reductions

N

nirth rates and improvements in health.

EC

ucation Is also an important factor in fostering

social cohesion and democratic government.

And education will play a crucial role in our
movement to sustainable development, integrating
the social, environmental and economic dimensions
In a holistic process.



CULTURE
The underlying dimension

values
diversity
knowledge
languages
worldviews



. Yoh* ’

Source: United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2014, Draft
International Implementation Scheme, October 2004, UNESCO.



Addressing local issues and the
connections to global issues
using the language(s) which
learners most commonly use.
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to provide the learning platform and process for their
students to reflect critically on the place where they
live (not where they are born only)

to identify elements in their own lives that are
contributing to environmental degradation

to explore the tensions among conflicting aims.

It will also be crucial to identify development
strategies suited to the particular circumstances of
various cultures in the pursuit of shared development
goals.
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Educational approaches must take into
account the experiences of local cultures and
minorities and both acknowledge and
facilitate their original and important
contributions to the process of sustainable
development.



requires learning across the traditional
disciplines, emphasizing the importance of
language development and critical thinking
skills, as well as providing students with
opportunities for individual and collaborative
work, including research. The IB, also
iIncludes a community service component
that promotes individual action and reflection

on that action.

Emphasizing International Mindedness



“People who do not know the ground on which they
stand miss one of the elements of good thinking,
which is the capacity to distinguish between health
and disease Iin natural systems and their relation to
health and disease in human ones.”

- David Orr, Ecological Literacy
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s an international school education, as
oracticed by schools undertaking the
nternational Baccalaureate curricula, really
aligning with the key principles of ESD, or Is
It contributing to an erosion of local cultural
values and practices stemming from a
“cultural dissonance” between the school
culture, including the IB curriculum?







Thal children who can not effectively navigate
INn an acceptable and appropriate manner in
their own culture

Applies to other minorities (culturally
speaking) as well

Values of dominant culture (speaking in terms
of the school culture) form the student’s
cultural framework, especially If very young
when they begin attending an international
school



There can exist a tendency by the minority or
host country student to abandon national
cultural values to gain acceptance with peers
and teachers

Teachers are not always appropriately
culturally trained and prepared with how to
Include local or minority cultures in their
lessons and interactions with their students

Leads to conflicting self identity for the child



“. .. the problem “is not how to educate the
minorities, but also how to educate the
majority in the minority’s ways, culture,
language... because otherwise, their
education is incomplete.”



Some Recommendations
s

Some key ideas you might think about including...

Cultural orientation for teachers and administrators in the

host country

A learner-focused approach valuing the cultural/linguistic

background and experience of learners.

An integrative curriculum approach that includes other

cultural perspectives

Teachers using more relevant and effective, culturally-

appropriate methods of teaching.

Students learning directly host country class-mates and

from the local community and/or environment

Involving parents and also communities, by increasing their

Involvement in the children’s learning.
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“Teaching Environmental Literacy for Today’s Studen  ts and
Tomorrow’s Leaders”

Learning about the ecology, culture, history and en vironmental issues of
the Chao Phraya Watershed through hands-on discover vy learning and
cooperative activities.



Planting rice with farmers Mapping the river Interviewing community members

journey
Water Quality Monitoring

Buying Food in local Market

Exploring river communities by canoe Investigating aquatic life
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Barge Crews!

Cleanin g
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Opening our eyes to the
world around us....

Developing the 5 elements of Environmental Educatio n
Awareness ¢ Participation « Knowledge ¢ Skills « At titudes



e things we will be doing
In Chiang Mai:
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