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2007 publications

• Making the PYP happen: A curriculum 
framework for international primary education 

January 2007
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January 2007

• Making the PYP happen: Pedagogical 
leadership in a PYP school 

July 2007



Changes in the document

• How children learn
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• Revised planner

• Subject annexes



The planner - making better connections

What is our purpose?

To better understand the 

transdisciplinary theme 

through an inquiry into a 
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through an inquiry into a 

relevant central idea

Note the link between the 

central idea and the 

summative assessment



Planning for conceptual development

The key concepts  embedded 

in the central idea should be 

What do we want to learn?
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in the central idea should be 

identified 

Related concepts derived 

from the subject areas may 

also be identified



Reflection – as important as planning

To what extent did we 
achieve our purpose?

How could you improve the 
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How could you improve the 

assessment tasks so you 

would have a more accurate 

picture of each student’s 

understanding of the central 

idea?



Action in the PYP

What student-initiated 
inquiries arose from the 
learning?
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What student-initiated 
actions arose from the 
learning?



Pedagogical leadership in the PYP

the principal               the coordinator
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separate roles

shared responsibilities



PYP review cycle

• Developing a transdisciplinary programme of inquiry – Jan 2008

sample programme of inquiry

five sample planners trialled in schools
guidelines for developing a programme of inquiry

• Exhibition guidelines – July 2008
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• Exhibition guidelines – July 2008

• Scope and sequence documents

• Science and social studies – July 2008

• Language and mathematics – Jan 2009

• Arts and PSPE – July 2009

• Basis for practice – Jan 2009

• The PYP as a model of transdisciplinary learning – July 2009



Coordinator notes

Coordinator’s handbook

published annually

Communication
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published biannually

News items posted on 

OCC

IB learner profile video 

on the public website



Assessment initiatives

• Monitoring schools’ programmes of inquiry 
and sample planners
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and sample planners

• Online workshop on assessment



The pilot 

� Sept 2007 – Dec 2008

� establish budget

� revise rubrics

� invite schools and monitors
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� invite schools and monitors

� module for training monitors

� collect work from schools together with self-
assessments

� monitors comments to schools

� feedback from schools

� recommendations to IB directors



Online workshop on assessment

How to ensure that the experience is interactive

How to ensure that it’s value added
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How to ensure that the experience is interactive

How to ensure responses involve the school community



• University of Melbourne, Australia

IB teacher award scheme for newly 
trained and practising teachers

Professional development initiative
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• University of Melbourne, Australia

• George Mason University, Virginia, US

• University of Bath, England



Growth in the PYP

IBAEM      89

IBAP          95
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IBLA          51

IBNA        152

Total 387N
u

m
b

e
r 

o
f 

s
c

h
o

o
ls

(as of October 2007)

0

50

100

150

200

250

Years 1997 - 2007


