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Chris RobertsonChris Robertson
Head of Head of Junior Junior SchoolSchool
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�� Established1866Established1866

�� Three main campuses: Elsternwick, Glen Waverley, St Kilda RoadThree main campuses: Elsternwick, Glen Waverley, St Kilda Road

�� CoeducationalCoeducational

�� Principal Principal –– Dr Helen DrennenDr Helen Drennen

�� Country campus & permanent campsitesCountry campus & permanent campsites

�� PYP, IBDP, VCE (including VET, VCAL)PYP, IBDP, VCE (including VET, VCAL)
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�� Approx 30 km from city centre Approx 30 km from city centre -- originally orchard land; treed originally orchard land; treed 

settingsetting

�� ECLC (3& 4yo) to Year 4 ECLC (3& 4yo) to Year 4 

�� 200 students200 students

�� 35 full35 full-- and partand part--time stafftime staff

�� Specific & shared spacesSpecific & shared spaces

�� PYP PYP -- ECLC to Year 6 (authorization late October 2007)ECLC to Year 6 (authorization late October 2007)

�� “5 star rated sustainable school”“5 star rated sustainable school”
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�� Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative (AuSSI)Australian Sustainable Schools Initiative (AuSSI)
�� Partnership of Australian, State & Territory governmentsPartnership of Australian, State & Territory governments
�� Support schools to work towards a sustainable futureSupport schools to work towards a sustainable future

�� Victorian administration by DET & CERESVictorian administration by DET & CERES�� Victorian administration by DET & CERESVictorian administration by DET & CERES
�� Increase biodiversityIncrease biodiversity
�� Reduce water use, greenhouse gas emissions & solid waste Reduce water use, greenhouse gas emissions & solid waste 

outputoutput

�� Over 370 Victorian schools  Over 370 Victorian schools  -- grants, sponsorships & fees for servicegrants, sponsorships & fees for service

�� hhtp://sustainability.ceres.org.auhhtp://sustainability.ceres.org.au
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�� “Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of “Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of 

the present without compromising the ability of future generations to the present without compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs.” (WCED 1987, p87)meet their own needs.” (WCED 1987, p87)

�� Interrelationship between natural & human systems: human systems Interrelationship between natural & human systems: human systems 
supported by natural systems; human systems need to work within supported by natural systems; human systems need to work within 
limitations of natural systemslimitations of natural systemslimitations of natural systemslimitations of natural systems

�� All life & its diversity are respectedAll life & its diversity are respected

�� Education plays a critical role Education plays a critical role –– focus on processes of learning & focus on processes of learning & 
change to achieve goals & meet challengeschange to achieve goals & meet challenges

�� 4 pillars: social/cultural, economic, political & ecological4 pillars: social/cultural, economic, political & ecological
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�� Protect & restore ecosystems (biodiversity & natural processes that Protect & restore ecosystems (biodiversity & natural processes that 
sustain life)sustain life)

�� Prevent harm as best method of protection & apply precautionary Prevent harm as best method of protection & apply precautionary 
approachapproach

�� Adopt patterns of production, consumption & reproduction that Adopt patterns of production, consumption & reproduction that 
safeguard regenerative practices, human rights & community safeguard regenerative practices, human rights & community 
wellbeingwellbeing

�� Advance study of ecological sustainability & promote open Advance study of ecological sustainability & promote open 
exchange & wide application of acquired knowledgeexchange & wide application of acquired knowledge
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�� 20022002 Discussion about inclusion in AuSSI pilot programDiscussion about inclusion in AuSSI pilot program

�� 2002 Appointment of coordinator2002 Appointment of coordinator

�� 2002 Signing of Memorandum of Understanding2002 Signing of Memorandum of Understanding

�� 2003 PD for staff (12003 PD for staff (1st st of 5 modules of 5 modules –– overview, footprint … )overview, footprint … )

�� 2003 Development of environmental education policy2003 Development of environmental education policy

�� 2003 Launch of environmental groups on WED 2003 Launch of environmental groups on WED 

�� 2003/4 Wastewise, Energywise, Waterwise & Biodiversity modules2003/4 Wastewise, Energywise, Waterwise & Biodiversity modules

�� 2004 Receipt of 52004 Receipt of 5--star ratingstar rating
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�� Examines interactions between environment & peopleExamines interactions between environment & people

�� Focuses on interactions between people & peopleFocuses on interactions between people & people

�� Focuses on how interrelationships affect integrity of environment & Focuses on how interrelationships affect integrity of environment & �� Focuses on how interrelationships affect integrity of environment & Focuses on how interrelationships affect integrity of environment & 
its functioningits functioning

�� Requires deep understanding of self, others, societal & cultural Requires deep understanding of self, others, societal & cultural 
processes & how we’re connected with ecosystems for lifeprocesses & how we’re connected with ecosystems for life

�� Requires thinking not only about own needs but those of future Requires thinking not only about own needs but those of future 
generationsgenerations



��������	
���
���
�����

������	���
���

�� Focuses on transformational learning: participating, changing thinking Focuses on transformational learning: participating, changing thinking 
& understanding, taking action& understanding, taking action

Requires commitment & willingnessRequires commitment & willingness�� Requires commitment & willingnessRequires commitment & willingness

�� Requires reRequires re--visioning, imagination & innovationvisioning, imagination & innovation

�� Requires coordinated, coherent whole school approach Requires coordinated, coherent whole school approach 
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�� Authentic, holistic & engaging teaching & learningAuthentic, holistic & engaging teaching & learning

�� Partnerships Partnerships 

�� Connection Connection 
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�� EEducation about the environmentducation about the environment (knowledge & understandings)(knowledge & understandings)

�� EEducation in the environmentducation in the environment (attitudes & values)(attitudes & values)

�� EEducation for the environmentducation for the environment(skills, including problem solving, (skills, including problem solving, �� EEducation for the environmentducation for the environment(skills, including problem solving, (skills, including problem solving, 
decision making & action taking)decision making & action taking)
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�� AAssist understanding ssist understanding && appreciation of human responsibilityappreciation of human responsibility

�� DDevelop an environmentalevelop an environmental/sustainable future/sustainable future ethicethic

�� AActivate awareness, ctivate awareness, problem solving, problem solving, decisiondecisionmaking & actionmaking & action�� AActivate awareness, ctivate awareness, problem solving, problem solving, decisiondecisionmaking & actionmaking & action
takingtaking
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�� DDemocratic processesemocratic processes

�� IIndividual rights & responsibilitiesndividual rights & responsibilities

�� AAccess & equityccess & equity

�� EEcological sustainabilitycological sustainability
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�� Knowledge & understandingKnowledge & understanding

�� SkillsSkills

�� AppreciatioAppreciationn�� AppreciatioAppreciationn

�� ConcernConcern

�� ResponsibilityResponsibility

�� LifestyleLifestyle
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�� AAdministrative leveldministrative level

�� Environmental groupsEnvironmental groups

�� DDaily practiceaily practiceDDaily practiceaily practice

�� CCurriculum urriculum 

�� MMembership of environmentembership of environmentalal bodiesbodies

�� PParticipation in significant eventsarticipation in significant events

�� CCommunity involvementommunity involvement
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�� 4 groups4 groups

�� Indigenous names: based on Australian national & marine parksIndigenous names: based on Australian national & marine parks

MultiMulti --age (Prepage (Prep--Year 4)Year 4)�� MultiMulti --age (Prepage (Prep--Year 4)Year 4)

�� Student elected leaders & deputies with teacher mentorsStudent elected leaders & deputies with teacher mentors

�� Specific areas of responsibilitySpecific areas of responsibility
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�� Location:Location: Otway RangesOtway Ranges
�� Area:Area: bbiodiversityiodiversity
�� Colour:Colour: ggreen reen 
�� Motto:Motto: “Supporting “Supporting 

‘differences’ in the ‘differences’ in the 
environment”environment”

�� Symbol:Symbol: ggoanna resting on a oanna resting on a 
eucalyptus leafeucalyptus leaf

�� Significance:Significance:diversity of diversity of 
Australian flora & faunaAustralian flora & fauna
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�� Location:Location: Fraser IslandFraser Island
�� Area:Area: waste reductionwaste reduction
�� Colour:Colour: yellowyellow
�� Motto:Motto: “Dare to be wastewise”“Dare to be wastewise”
�� Symbol:Symbol: hermit crabhermit crab
�� Significance:Significance:hermit crab hermit crab 

knows how to recycleknows how to recycle
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�� Location:Location: Ningaloo ReefNingaloo Reef
�� Area:Area: waterwisewaterwise
�� Colour:Colour: blueblue
�� Motto:Motto: “Water is life”“Water is life”
�� Symbol:Symbol: wave on a circlewave on a circle
�� Significance:Significance:wave represents wave represents 

ocean ocean && reef; the circle the reef; the circle the 
water cyclewater cycle
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�� Location:Location: UluruUluru
�� Area:Area: energywiseenergywise
�� Colour:Colour: redred
�� Motto:Motto: “Save energy, save the “Save energy, save the 

planet”planet”
�� Symbol:Symbol: the sun over Uluruthe sun over Uluru
�� Significance:Significance:sun represents sun represents 

alternative, renewable energyalternative, renewable energy
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�� IIndigenous plantingndigenous planting: harvesting, propagation & revegetation: harvesting, propagation & revegetation

�� EcoEco--angelsangels

�� Waste free lunchesWaste free lunches�� Waste free lunchesWaste free lunches

�� Green zone eating Green zone eating 

�� Worm farmsWorm farms

�� MicroMicro--climates, eg Frog Bogclimates, eg Frog Bog

�� Calico shopping bagsCalico shopping bags
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�� RRefuse, reuse, reduce, recycleefuse, reuse, reduce, recycle

�� WWater tanksater tanks, , stop leaksstop leaks, , drought resistant plantsdrought resistant plants

�� LLights, heaters, air conditioners, computers off when not neededights, heaters, air conditioners, computers off when not needed

�� Pollution watch, Water watch, Weather watchPollution watch, Water watch, Weather watch

�� Special days & eventsSpecial days & events

�� Community awareness presentations (onCommunity awareness presentations (on-- and offand off--campus)campus)

�� College strategic plan & expansion into other miniCollege strategic plan & expansion into other mini--schools & schools & 
campusescampuses
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�� InquiryInquiry--basedbased

�� TransdisciplinaryTransdisciplinary

�� Negotiated Negotiated 

�� ProblemProblem--basedbased
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�� Inquiry learningInquiry learning

�� Cooperative learningCooperative learning

�� ProblemProblem--based learningbased learning

�� Experiential learningExperiential learning

�� Learning in the environmentLearning in the environment

�� Futures perspectives Futures perspectives 

�� Values education & global citizenshipValues education & global citizenship
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�� Transdisciplinary themes:Transdisciplinary themes:Sharing the Planet; How the World Sharing the Planet; How the World 
WorksWorks

�� Central ideasCentral ideas(Sharing the Planet ) …(Sharing the Planet ) …
-- Plants are vital to our survival.Plants are vital to our survival.
-- There are many different types of creatures in our environment.There are many different types of creatures in our environment.
-- Living things & the environment are interdependent.Living things & the environment are interdependent.
-- Communities use the Earth’s natural resources in a variety of ways.Communities use the Earth’s natural resources in a variety of ways.
-- Humans have an impact on & responsibility for the ecosystems of the Humans have an impact on & responsibility for the ecosystems of the 

world.world.
-- There is a connection between how we consume energy today & how There is a connection between how we consume energy today & how 

the world will be in the future.the world will be in the future.
-- Usable water is a limited resource.Usable water is a limited resource.
-- Our responsibility to care for country is influenced by our relationship Our responsibility to care for country is influenced by our relationship 

with & connection to the environment.with & connection to the environment.
-- Introduced species affect the balance of an ecosystem.Introduced species affect the balance of an ecosystem.
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�� Central ideasCentral ideas(How the World Works(How the World Works) …) …
-- Change is evident in the natural world.Change is evident in the natural world.
-- Weather changes affect our daily lives.Weather changes affect our daily lives.
-- People have a universal need for shelter.People have a universal need for shelter.
-- Interactions in the natural world impact on the environment.Interactions in the natural world impact on the environment.

�� StrandsStrands
Science: Living Things; Earth & SpaceScience: Living Things; Earth & Space
Social Studies: Human & Natural Environments; Resources & the Social Studies: Human & Natural Environments; Resources & the 

EnvironmentEnvironment

�� Key conceptsKey concepts
Form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, Form, function, causation, change, connection, perspective, 

responsibilityresponsibility
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�� Related conceptsRelated concepts
Science (Living Things): adaptation, animals, biodiversity, Science (Living Things): adaptation, animals, biodiversity, 

conservation, ecosystems, habitat, plantsconservation, ecosystems, habitat, plants
Science (Earth & Space): atmosphere, climate, erosion, geology, Science (Earth & Space): atmosphere, climate, erosion, geology, 

renewable & nonrenewable & non--renewable energy sources, sustainability, systems renewable energy sources, sustainability, systems 
(water cycle, weather)(water cycle, weather)(water cycle, weather)(water cycle, weather)

Social Studies (Human & Natural Environments): dependence, impact, Social Studies (Human & Natural Environments): dependence, impact, 
landscape, ownership, populationlandscape, ownership, population

Social Studies (Resources & the Environment): conservation, Social Studies (Resources & the Environment): conservation, 
consumption, distribution, ecology, energy, interdependence, consumption, distribution, ecology, energy, interdependence, 
pollution, sustainabilitypollution, sustainability
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�� Transdisciplinary Skills: Transdisciplinary Skills: thinking, social, communication, researchthinking, social, communication, research

�� Attitudes:Attitudes: appreciation, commitment, confidence, cooperation, appreciation, commitment, confidence, cooperation, 
creativity, curiosity, empathy, integrity, respectcreativity, curiosity, empathy, integrity, respect

�� Learner profile:Learner profile: inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, 
communicators, principled, opencommunicators, principled, open--minded, caring, riskminded, caring, risk--takers, takers, communicators, principled, opencommunicators, principled, open--minded, caring, riskminded, caring, risk--takers, takers, 
reflectivereflective

�� Action:Action: successful inquiry will lead to empowerment & responsible, successful inquiry will lead to empowerment & responsible, 
voluntary student action; action will extend student learning, voluntary student action; action will extend student learning, 
contribute to the establishment of a personal set of values &/or may contribute to the establishment of a personal set of values &/or may 
have a wider impacthave a wider impact



Super Wesley dares to save the planet!



It should be everyone’s birthright to experience our 
wonderful planet to the fullest, to have the chance to 
see polar bears, great whales and Antarctic glaciers 
in real life. I believe that it’s profoundly wrong to 
deprive future generations of this just so we can 
continue wasting electricity and driving oversize 
cars.

Tim Flannery, 2006


