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Information relating to positions available
Chief Examiners and Deputy Chief Examiners
For each diploma subject offered by the International Baccalaureate, the positions of chief examiner and deputy chief examiner are the two most senior in the examining team. Each position is normally held for a period of five years provided an initial term of two years is successfully completed.

Together, the chief and deputy chief examiners are principally responsible for setting and maintaining the academic standards for the subject. They are therefore closely involved in setting question papers, examiner training, marking candidates’ work, standardizing examiners’ work and determining the final grades of candidates. Chief and deputy chief examiners are separately remunerated for each of these assessment activities at standard rates in addition to receiving an annual responsibility fee in the range of US$475 to US$770.  Depending on the size of the candidate entry and the nature of the assessment model for the subject, chief examiners and deputy chief examiners are supported by a varying number of assistant examiners and team leaders.

IB senior examiners, together with teachers, external consultants, and IB academic staff, are involved in curriculum and assessment development. The IB currently operates a seven year cycle of curriculum review for individual subjects, and therefore the exact nature of this involvement will vary according to timing. All subjects have a four year review and development phase, followed by an implementation phase of seven years for the revised courses. Another phase of review begins soon after the second examinations of the new programmes, producing an overlapping cycle. 

The positions of chief examiner and deputy chief examiner entail a commitment to attend certain meetings.  Minimally, attendance by at least one of these two senior examiners is required each year at the IB office in Cardiff, in June for the May examination session grade awarding and in December for the November examination session grade awarding.  Depending on the subject, there may also be other meetings to attend for activities such as question paper editing or examiner standardization which require the attendance of a senior examiner. Chief examiners are also required to attend the annual IB chief examiners meeting which is usually held in October.

Each year the IB runs a number of face to face and online workshops. Chief examiners and deputy chief examiners may be invited to contribute to such activities in their subject. As with attendance at all official meetings, the IB will cover the travel, meal and accommodation costs to the examiner and will also pay a daily meeting fee.

External Advisor
The role of the external advisor for a subject offered by the International Baccalaureate is to provide independent advice to senior examiners with regard to the academic quality of the examination papers set for each examination session. External advisors are appointed annually and the work is remunerated on a per session basis. This fee varies according to the demands of the subject.  Each subject is normally examined in two sessions each year, May and November. External advisors may be re-appointed each year by mutual agreement.

The exact nature of the task will vary according to the subject, but external advisors are required to review examination papers and their associated mark schemes and write a comprehensive report against certain criteria. In some subjects the task may also include working through the questions and providing written solutions.

Examiner Responsible for a language
Instead of a chief examiner, there is an examiner responsible for each small entry language offered by the IBO. The duties are similar to those of a chief examiner.  Depending on the size of the candidate entry, there may also be assistant examiners and a deputy examiner responsible. However, for many languages the examiner responsible is the sole examiner for the whole subject. The annual responsibility fee for examiners responsible varies from US$320 to US$475, with additional fees being paid at standard rates for work carried out.

Pilot examiner

A pilot examiner carries out the duties of a chief examiner within the context of small scale pilot courses, which are undergoing continuous development and are generally only offered by a small number of schools. The pilot examiner will work with teachers from these schools, outside consultants and IB staff, to help with course development. Because of the relatively small numbers of candidates involved, a pilot examiner may be the only senior examiner for a subject with a small team of assistant examiners. Pilot examiners receive an annual responsibility fee of US$320, with additional fees being paid at standard rates for work carried out. 
Page 1

Page 2

