
  

Oxford and the IB  

Lizzie Burrows 



“The oldest university in the English-speaking 

world...a leader in learning, teaching and research” 

 Oxford... 
 
 



Choosing Courses at Oxford 

45,000 courses and 341 institutions available 

in the UK 

Oxford offers 220 course combinations 

Make sure their interests are covered in the 

courses 
 

Courses at Oxford are: 

  Academically focussed 

  Challenging 

  Selective 

  Objective to make students think logically, 

laterally and independently 



Tu·to·ri·al 
 

Weekly meeting all 

students have with a 

tutor where you are 

expected to talk in 

depth about your 

ideas and opinions 



“It's no more expensive to study 

at Oxford than at any other 

English university...  

 

our world-class resources, 

extensive bursaries and college 

provision actually keep living 

costs down” 



As the application procedure is so 
competitive, even excellent grades will 
not guarantee a place at Oxford 
 

Specific subjects may be required for  
some courses 

 
Extra curricular activities are not taken into 

account - purely academic criteria 

Entrance Requirements 



How do Universities view the IB? - General 



How do Universities view the IB - International 

 



How does Oxford view the IB? - Subjects 

 Subject offering 
 Opportunity of breadth and depth 
 Interdisciplinary nature of 

qualification 
 Specialisation? 

 
  Specify recommended subjects, 

especially at Higher level 
 



How does Oxford view the IB? – Core points 

 Theory of Knowledge 

 Preparation in critical thinking 

 Helpful for some admissions tests 

 CAS 

 Experience 

 Rounded character? 

 Extended Essay 

 Emulates University level learning 

 Opportunity to explore in more depth 

 
 We will include core points in our offer 

 



The IB and Oxford  

 Long history of accepting students 
 

 Typical offer: 

 38 to 40 points with 6s and 7s at Higher 

Level 

 
 Second largest qualification pool 

 
 Around 1,000 students at Oxford with IB 

 
 In the last 5 years the number of IB 

offers has doubled 
 

 Success rate 20% 



Drawbacks of the IB? 

 Doesn’t suit every type of student 
 

 Offer failure rate 

 5% fail to reach A level offers 

 20-25% fail to reach IB offers 

 BUT Universities offer more flexibility 

 
 Lack of data for Universities? 
 



Prior academic achievement 

 

Predicted grades 

 

Personal Statement 

 

Teacher’s reference 
 

Pre-Interview tests 

 

Written work 

 

Written tests at interview 

 

Interview 
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*Deadline: October 15th* 

You’ll need to 

submit your other 

applications then 

too 

You can only 

apply to Oxford or 

Cambridge 

choose carefully 

Keep your personal 

statement 

academically 

focused 

Choose your course... ... then choose your college 



“Around 80% of Oxford applicants are now 
required to sit a pre-interview test” 

 

 

www.admissions.ox.ac.uk/tests 

 

 

 

We might want to see some of  

your written work too! 
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% of applicants invited to interview 
 
days spent in Oxford 
 
interviews in 1+ colleges  

 
academic tutors usually present 
 
minutes long on average 
 
pounds spent on food or accommodation 
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 Questions? 

 
 
 
 

www.admissions.ox.ac.uk 
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