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ASSOCIATIONS OF IB WORLD SCHOOLS

Criteria for recognition

IB World Schools come together and form associations for mutual support in a variety of ways, sizes and constituencies. These associations are independent of the IB Organization, i.e. do not form part of the IB Organization. 

The IB Organization welcomes the positive role and work undertaken by these associations and wishes to recognize them for mutual benefit and cooperation. The IB Organization has developed the following criteria by which it evaluates the appropriateness of recognizing a particular association.

A group of IB World Schools that form themselves into a formal or legal entity, in IB terminology an “Association of IB World Schools”, for consideration for recognition, must be able to provide or demonstrate:

1. a constitution or similar document describing its purpose that is appropriately aligned with the mission statement of the IB Organization and shows support for IB programmes, while also describing its structure, membership and financial responsibilities in order to demonstrate a sustainable and viable organization

2. indications of support from heads, principals, and coordinators  of IB World Schools within the scope of potential members

3. a willingness to offer equal opportunities for IB World Schools to become members and participate in its activities

4. a public profile (including websites and stationery) which does not infringe the IB’s registered trademarks and creates a distinct and separate identity to avoid the impression that the Association is part of the IB Organization or vice versa

5. where necessary, in order to avoid the possible confusion in criterion 4 above, and at the request of the IB Organization, a willingness to adopt and use a new public name that preserves the distinct and separate identity and avoids the impression that the association is part of the IB Organization or vice versa. This public name may contain the letters ‘IB’ (or ‘BI’), but not the words ‘International Baccalaureate’ (in any language) in full. The Association is not required to change its official, legal or registered name, but should use the public name for all communications and activities.

6. a willingness to execute and abide by the terms of the standard “Cooperation and Licence Agreement” (the “Agreement”) developed by the IB Organization for recognized associations

7. a professional address (ie either a registered address or c/o a member school) with contact details for the chair or president, or officers of the association, and agreement to keep the IB Organization informed of changes.

In return for recognition by the IB Organization, each association will receive those benefits provided in the Agreement, notably:

1.  A non-exclusive licence to use the designation “Association of IB World Schools” in combination with the IB logo especially provided for such purpose.

2. A listing on the IB public website alongside other recognized associations. 

3. Access to and a non-exclusive licence to use certain IB proprietary materials within the limits fixed in the Agreement. 

4. A direct relationship with the local IB regional office by telephone and e-mail for advice and support where possible.

5. An invitation to appropriate meetings to discuss relevant topics of mutual interest.
Requests for recognition should be submitted in the first instance to the relevant regional office. 
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